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How to use this guide

You do not need to read Japanese to use this. Each phrase appears three ways: the
meaning in English, the Japanese in kana (the sounds), and romaji — the Japanese
written in our alphabet so you can sound it out.

Read the romaji roughly as you would read Italian: each vowel is short and clean (a as in
"father", e as in "bed", i as in "machine", o as in "no", u as in "put"). A line over a vowel (ō,
ū) just means hold it a touch longer. There is no heavy stress — keep it even and gentle.

One word will carry you a long way: sumimasen ("excuse me / sorry / thank you for the
trouble"). Use it to get someone's attention, to apologise for a small thing, or to thank
someone who has gone out of their way. When in doubt, a small bow and a quiet
sumimasen is almost always right.

English What the phrase means and when to reach for it.

Kana The Japanese sounds, written in hiragana and katakana.

Romaji The same phrase in our alphabet — read it aloud as written.

Note A short cue on tone, politeness, or context where it helps.



Greetings & Everyday Courtesy 0 1  ·  P H R A S E S  1 – 1 2

Good morning
Polite; before about 10am.

おはようございます ohayō gozaimasu

Hello / Good afternoon こんにちは konnichiwa

Good evening こんばんは konbanwa

Thank you
Polite, all-purpose.

ありがとうございます arigatō gozaimasu

You're welcome どういたしまして dō itashimashite

Excuse me / Sorry / Thank you
Your most useful word.

すみません sumimasen

I'm sorry
A sincere apology.

ごめんなさい gomennasai

Please (when requesting)
Said when asking a favour or service.

おねがいします onegaishimasu

Nice to meet you はじめまして hajimemashite

Goodbye
Fairly formal; for casual, just wave.

さようなら sayōnara

See you later またね mata ne

Yes / No はい／いいえ hai / iie
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Getting By — Core Phrases 0 2  ·  P H R A S E S  1 3 – 2 4

Do you speak English? えいごを はなせますか？ eigo o hanasemasu ka?

I don't understand わかりません wakarimasen

I understand / Got it わかりました wakarimashita

Could you say that again? もういちど おねがいします mō ichido onegaishimasu

Please speak slowly ゆっくり はなして くださ

い

yukkuri hanashite kudasai

A little
e.g. "I speak a little Japanese."

すこし sukoshi

What is this? これは なんですか？ kore wa nan desu ka?

Is that OK? / Is this all right? だいじょうぶですか？ daijōbu desu ka?

It's fine / No problem だいじょうぶです daijōbu desu

Please
When handing over or pointing at a thing.

ください kudasai

A moment, please ちょっと まって ください chotto matte kudasai

Thank you for your help おせわに なりました osewa ni narimashita
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Airport & Arrival 0 3  ·  P H R A S E S  2 5 – 3 4

I'm here for sightseeing
Useful at immigration.

かんこうです kankō desu

Where is the baggage claim? てにもつ うけとりは どこ

ですか？

tenimotsu uketori wa doko
desu ka?

Where can I exchange money? りょうがえは どこで でき

ますか？

ryōgae wa doko de
dekimasu ka?

Where is the taxi stand? タクシーのりばは どこです

か？

takushī noriba wa doko
desu ka?

Is there a train to the city? まちまで でんしゃは あり

ますか？

machi made densha wa
arimasu ka?

Where is the information desk? あんないじょは どこです

か？

annaijo wa doko desu ka?

Is there free Wi-Fi? むりょうの ワイファイは

ありますか？

muryō no wai-fai wa
arimasu ka?

Where is a SIM card sold? SIMカードは どこで うっ

ていますか？

shimu-kādo wa doko de
utte imasu ka?

Where is the restroom? トイレは どこですか？ toire wa doko desu ka?

Where is the exit? でぐちは どこですか？ deguchi wa doko desu ka?
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Trains & Getting Around 0 4  ·  P H R A S E S  3 5 – 4 6

Where is the station? えきは どこですか？ eki wa doko desu ka?

Where is the subway? ちかてつは どこですか？ chikatetsu wa doko desu
ka?

Does this train go to Tokyo? この でんしゃは とうきょ

うに いきますか？

kono densha wa Tōkyō ni
ikimasu ka?

Which platform? なんばんせんですか？ nanban-sen desu ka?

One ticket to Kyoto, please きょうとまで いちまい く

ださい

Kyōto made ichimai
kudasai

Where can I buy a ticket? きっぷは どこで かえます

か？

kippu wa doko de kaemasu
ka?

Where do I change trains? どこで のりかえますか？ doko de norikaemasu ka?

What time does it leave? なんじに でますか？ nanji ni demasu ka?

Please stop here
In a taxi.

ここで とめて ください koko de tomete kudasai

Please take me to this address このじゅうしょまで おねが

いします

kono jūsho made
onegaishimasu

Is it far? とおいですか？ tōi desu ka?

Where is the bus stop? バスていは どこですか？ basu-tei wa doko desu ka?
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Directions & Finding Your Way 0 5  ·  P H R A S E S  4 7 – 5 6

Where is …? …は どこですか？ … wa doko desu ka?

Straight ahead まっすぐ massugu

Turn right みぎに まがって ください migi ni magatte kudasai

Turn left ひだりに まがって くださ

い

hidari ni magatte kudasai

Near / Close by ちかく chikaku

Is it walkable from here? ここから あるけますか？ koko kara arukemasu ka?

Could you show me on the map? ちずで おしえて ください chizu de oshiete kudasai

I'm lost みちに まよいました michi ni mayoimashita

Where am I now? いま どこですか？ ima doko desu ka?

Is there a convenience store
nearby?

ちかくに コンビニは あり

ますか？

chikaku ni konbini wa
arimasu ka?
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Hotel & Lodging 0 6  ·  P H R A S E S  5 7 – 6 6

I have a reservation よやくが あります yoyaku ga arimasu

I'd like to check in チェックインを おねがいし

ます

chekku-in o onegaishimasu

What time is check-out? チェックアウトは なんじで

すか？

chekku-auto wa nanji desu
ka?

Could I leave my luggage? にもつを あずかって もら

えますか？

nimotsu o azukatte
moraemasu ka?

Is breakfast included? ちょうしょくは ついていま

すか？

chōshoku wa tsuite imasu
ka?

The Wi-Fi password, please ワイファイの パスワードを

おねがいします

wai-fai no pasuwādo o
onegaishimasu

Could I have an extra towel? タオルを もう いちまい く

ださい

taoru o mō ichimai kudasai

The air conditioning isn't working エアコンが つきません eakon ga tsukimasen

Could you call a taxi? タクシーを よんで もらえ

ますか？

takushī o yonde
moraemasu ka?

Thank you for everything
On checking out.

おせわに なりました osewa ni narimashita
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Restaurants & Eating Out 0 7  ·  P H R A S E S  6 7 – 7 8

A table for two, please ふたり おねがいします futari onegaishimasu

The menu, please メニューを おねがいします menyū o onegaishimasu

An English menu, please? えいごの メニューは あり

ますか？

eigo no menyū wa arimasu
ka?

I'll have this one
While pointing.

これを ください kore o kudasai

What do you recommend? おすすめは なんですか？ osusume wa nan desu ka?

I can't eat …
e.g. an allergy.

…が たべられません … ga taberaremasen

Without meat, please にくぬきで おねがいします niku-nuki de
onegaishimasu

Water, please おみずを ください o-mizu o kudasai

It's delicious! おいしいです！ oishii desu!

The bill, please おかいけいを おねがいしま

す

o-kaikei o onegaishimasu

Before a meal ("let's eat") いただきます itadakimasu

After a meal ("thank you") ごちそうさまでした gochisōsama deshita
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Shopping & Money 0 8  ·  P H R A S E S  7 9 – 8 8

How much is it? いくらですか？ ikura desu ka?

That's a little expensive ちょっと たかいです chotto takai desu

I'll take it これに します kore ni shimasu

Can I pay by card? カードで はらえますか？ kādo de haraemasu ka?

Cash only? げんきんだけですか？ genkin dake desu ka?

Could I have a bag? ふくろを ください fukuro o kudasai

I'm just looking, thank you みているだけです mite iru dake desu

Do you have a smaller / larger size? ちがう サイズは あります

か？

chigau saizu wa arimasu
ka?

Is tax-free available? めんぜいは できますか？ menzei wa dekimasu ka?

A receipt, please レシートを ください reshīto o kudasai
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Sightseeing & Culture 0 9  ·  P H R A S E S  8 9 – 9 4

May I take a photo? しゃしんを とっても いい

ですか？

shashin o tottemo ii desu
ka?

Could you take our photo? しゃしんを とって もらえ

ますか？

shashin o totte moraemasu
ka?

What time does it open? なんじに あきますか？ nanji ni akimasu ka?

How much is admission? にゅうじょうりょうは いく

らですか？

nyūjōryō wa ikura desu ka?

It's beautiful きれいです kirei desu

May I go in? はいっても いいですか？ haittemo ii desu ka?
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Health & Emergencies 1 0  ·  P H R A S E S  9 5 – 1 0 0

Help!
In a genuine emergency.

たすけて！ tasukete!

Please call an ambulance きゅうきゅうしゃを よんで

ください

kyūkyūsha o yonde kudasai

Please call the police けいさつを よんで くださ

い

keisatsu o yonde kudasai

I don't feel well きぶんが わるいです kibun ga warui desu

Where is a hospital / pharmacy? びょういん／やっきょくは

どこですか？

byōin / yakkyoku wa doko
desu ka?

I lost my passport パスポートを なくしました pasupōto o nakushimashita
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F R O M  P H R A S E S  T O  R E A L  C O N V E R S A T I O N

These hundred phrases will carry you
a long way.

The next step is making them your
own.

Reading a phrase and saying it with confidence are two different things.
At Tabiji Academy, you learn with a native instructor, one student at a
time, in a calm online video lesson built entirely around where you are

going and why. Your first lesson includes a friendly level assessment and
a study plan made just for you.

Book Your First Lesson

tabijiacademy.com/first-lesson

https://tabijiacademy.com/first-lesson/

